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Close to $1.3 Billion in Taxpayer Dollars over 35 years. 
 
The taxpayer’s of Long Beach are being asked to pay more taxes for the next 35 years to pay a parcel tax to fund a $571 Million 
Infrastructure Bond.  Along with the bond money, over the next 10 years, will be an additional $265 Million of federal and state 
money ear marked for infrastructure.  Collectively, the bond money, taxes, cost of issuing the bonds and interest on the bonds will 
amount to over $1Billion without any guarantees that basic infrastructure repair will be a priority.   
 
Based on City Hall’s track record, they should not be trusted with your tax dollars. 
 
Reality:  There is no set list of priorities; individual project cost or timetable set for their completion in Measure I.  
This is a wish list created by the backers of Measure I to garner support. 
 
Reality:  The bond money is replacing the money the city doesn’t have to fund infrastructure through a ‘pay as 
you go’.  The city has over committed our tax dollars for salaries and pensions.  They currently spend 84% of every 
dollar that is generated for the general fund on salaries, benefits and pensions.  The $265 million of taxes 
earmarked towards infrastructure could find its way into the general fund for use by the city for whatever they wish.  
 
Reality:  Who will set priorities for infrastructure repair?  The Citizens Oversight Board will consist of 11 people, 
all chosen by the Mayor.  Each city council member will nominate 3 people from their district; the Mayor chooses one 
person from each council district plus 2 additional members of the board.  The Citizen’s Oversight Committee’s job is 
solely to audit the progress of the projects and their costs, not to set project priorities. 
 
Reality:  Certain people being exempt from the parcel tax.  The Mayor is using it as a tactic to pass Measure I.  
Mayor Foster says the reason for the Exemption is because of state law.  There is no state law mandating 
exemptions from a parcel tax.  The Mayor and City Staff are using it as a tool to, again, garner votes.  Long Beach is 
a Charter City and as such, it has priority over state law on policies regulating city finances. 
 
Reality:  The groups vocally supporting Measure I have a vested interest in seeing it pass.  They will be 
lobbying City Hall for completion of their projects first.   Because of their support for Measure I, these groups will have 
direct access to the decision makers that the individual citizen, will not have.  
 
Reality:   This $120.00 yearly Parcel Tax will increase a minimum of 3% a year (depending on the Cost of Living 
Index.)  It doesn’t matter whether your home is worth ½ Million or $5Million, you will pay the same parcel tax.  
 
Missing from Measure I: 
 A long term maintenance program 
 Specificity on priority of projects 
 Reform measures to guarantee a ‘pay as you go program’ for the future 
 Allowances for cost over-runs 
 Fairness in the application of the parcel tax 
 

Before you vote, ask yourself if City Hall has judiciously spent your tax dollars in 
the past on special measures.  We are already paying enough taxes.  Measure I is 
not good for Long Beach Taxpayers and Homeowners. 
 

VOTE NO on MEASURE I 
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Do not be fooled, Measure G will be a net tax increase, but it is being touted by the City as a re-affirmation of the present User Utility 
Tax (UUT).  UUT taxes on cell phones and other services have been thrown out by Federal courts.  Long Beach has been forced 
through a lawsuit to go to the voters for approval to apply a UUT on cell phone usage, text messaging, VOIP and any new 
technologies that come on line in the future. This is your last chance to stop the City of Long Beach from taxing wireless 
communication services.  If Measure G passes, the City is not required to get voter approval to tax new wireless technologies that 
come on line in the future. A NO vote will retain your current UUTax and send a message to City Hall to be upfront and honest about 
new taxes, and not call Measure G a reaffirmation of the present UUT. Even if the tax rate does not change, taxing new 
technologies will result in a net tax increase. 

 
Background  
 
Reality:  Residents voted in 2000 to reduce their UUT from 10% to 5% through a ballot measure.  
.  
Reality:  In 2005 the IRS won two separate Appellate Court rulings to eliminate the FET (Federal Excise Tax) 
from cell phone usage.  It was determined that calls, not based on time and distance are not taxable under the FET. 
 
Reality:  The California State Constitution, as amended by Proposition 218, and authored by the Howard 
Jarvis Association, requires voter approval for any new tax or the extension of any existing tax to new 
circumstances.  The City of Long Beach made an attempt in 2006 to comply with the Federal guidelines by updating 
their UUT Ordnance; so they circumvented the guidelines and chose to eliminate any reference to the FET, and 
redefined telephone services to include cell phones.  They were required to get voter approval before applying taxes 
to wireless communication services; however, they failed to do so and violated the State Constitution and Proposition 
218.     
 
Reality:  The City has been quiet about collecting taxes on cell phone usage in violation of Proposition 218.  
It took a lawsuit against the City of Long Beach to force them to comply with Proposition 218 and allow the voters to 
approve taxing cellular services, hence Measure G. 
 
Reality:  The UUT Measure you will be voting on is to legitimize what the city has been doing wrong since 
2006.  Long Beach residents should not fall for the deceptive tactics used by City Hall to increase your UUT.  The 
City of Sacramento is currently being sued by the Howard Jarvis Association as a test case, and if the lawsuit 
prevails, Long Beach could owe its’ citizens thousands of dollars in taxes collected illegally. 
 
Reality:  Cities, like Long Beach, were forced though a lawsuit to get voter approval for their New and 
Revised UUT.  Many cities, including Los Angeles, were disingenuous in passing their updated UUT.  Los Angeles 
lowered the rate, but expanded the taxable wireless communication services.  By dong so, Los Angeles collected an 
additional $265 Million in taxes in one year.  That is a tax increase! 
 
Interesting taxes contained in this measure. 
 

You want voice mail, Long Beach will tax this. 

You want caller I.D., Long Beach will tax this. 

You want phone number or address information, Long Beach will tax this. 

You want call waiting, Long Beach will tax this. 

In fact, this is written so broadly that they can tax almost any wireless communication related service in the future without 
additional votes of the taxpayers. 

Particularly troubling is the City Auditor signing the Arguments for this measure.  We elected the 
City Auditor to focus on City Hall accountability, not to find new ways to increase taxes. 
 

VOTE NO on MEASURE G 
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WWHHYY  TTHHEERREE  IISS  NNOO  MMOONNEEYY  FFOORR  IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  RREEPPAAIIRR  
  
TThheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaannyy  ddeevveellooppmmeennttss  iinn  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  tthhaatt  CCiittyy  HHaallll  pprroojjeecctteedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  ssuucccceessss..    TThheessee  pprroojjeeccttss  hhaavvee  nnoott  oonnllyy  
lloosstt  mmoonneeyy;;  mmaannyy  wweerree  mmiissmmaannaaggeedd  oorr  wwrroonnggllyy  pprroommootteedd,,  rreessuullttiinngg  iinn  lloosssseess..    TThheeiirr  llaacckk  ooff  ssuucccceessss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccoossttllyy  ttoo  tthhee  
cciittiizzeennss  aanndd  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss  ooff  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh..    TThhee  pprroojjeecctt  ffaaiilluurreess,,  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmiittmmeennttss  tthhee  cciittyy  mmaaddee  ttoo  ppuubblliicc  eemmppllooyyeeeess  ffoorr  
eennhhaanncceedd  ppeennssiioonnss,,  hhaavvee  ppuutt  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss  ooff  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  oonn  aa  pprreeccaarriioouuss  ppaatthh..  
  

CCoossttllyy  BBaaiilloouuttss  wwiitthh  LLiittttllee  RReessuullttss::  
  
TThhee  QQuueeeenn  MMaarryy  MMiilllliioonnss  lloosstt  ttoo  ppoooorrllyy  wwrriitttteenn  lleeaasseess  aanndd  oovveerrssiigghhtt,,  aanndd  aafftteerr  sseevveerraall  aauuddiittss,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  hhaass  

ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  rreeccoovveerr  iittss’’  lloosseess..  
  
AAqquuaarriiuumm  ooff  tthhee  PPaacciiffiicc  PPoooorr  aatttteennddaannccee  hhaass  ccoosstt  tthhee  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss  $$88  --  $$1100MMiilllliioonn  aa  yyeeaarr..    LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  TTaaxxppaayyeerrss  

aarree  ssuubbssiiddiizziinngg  tthhee  AAqquuaarriiuumm,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  iittss  eexxppaannssiioonn..    WWee  lloosstt  tthhee  nnaammiinngg  rriigghhttss  ((TThhee  
LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  AAqquuaarriiuumm  iiss  nnooww  ccaalllleedd,,  TThhee  AAqquuaarriiuumm  ooff  tthhee  PPaacciiffiicc)),,  bbuutt  wwee  ssttiillll  ggeett  ttoo  ppaayy..  

  
AArrtt  MMuusseeuumm    LLaacckk  ooff  OOvveerrssiigghhtt  ccaauussiinngg  MMiilllliioonnss  ooff  ddoollllaarrss  lloosstt  iinn  uunnaaccccoouunntteedd  aarrtt  ppiieecceess,,  aanndd  bboonndd  

ppaayymmeennttss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  nnooww  bbee  ppaaiidd  bbyy  tthhee  TTaaxxppaayyeerrss..  
            
TThhee  PPiikkee  AAfftteerr  mmuucchh  aannttiicciippaattiioonn,,  tthhee  PPiikkee  ooppeenneedd  wwiitthh  lleessss  tthhaann  eexxppeecctteedd  eenntthhuussiiaassmm..    TThhiiss  ccoossttllyy  

pprroojjeecctt,,  lliikkee  mmoosstt  ddrreeaammss  ooff  CCiittyy  HHaallll  wwaass  iillll  aaddvviisseedd..    TThhee  PPiikkee  aanndd  iittss’’  ppaarrkkiinngg  ssttrruuccttuurree  
aarree  bbaadd  aaeesstthheettiiccaallllyy  aanndd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  bbaadd  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  ffoorr  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  cciittiizzeennss..      

  

CCoossttllyy  PPrroommiisseess  ttoo  CCiittyy  EEmmppllooyyeeeess::  
  
PPuubblliicc  EEmmppllooyyeeee  PPeennssiioonnss  IInn  11998899,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  ssttooppppeedd  rreeqquuiirriinngg  eemmppllooyyeeeess  ttoo  ppaayy  tthheeiirr  sshhaarree  ooff  tthhee  

ppeennssiioonn  oobblliiggaattiioonn..    BBeeccaauussee  tthhee  88%%  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ffoorr  mmiisscceellllaanneeoouuss  eemmppllooyyeeeess  aanndd  tthhee  
99%%  ffoorr  ppuubblliicc  ssaaffeettyy  eemmppllooyyeeeess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppaaiidd  bbyy  tthhee  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss,,  tthhiiss  ggiifftt  ttoo  ppuubblliicc  
eemmppllooyyeeeess  hhaass  ccoosstt  tthhee  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss  oovveerr  $$220000  MMiilllliioonn..  

  
  TThhee  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  vvootteedd  aa  3300%%  rreettrrooaaccttiivvee  ppeennssiioonn  ssppiikkee  iinn  22000022  ffoorr  cciittyy  eemmppllooyyeeeess..    IItt  ttooookk  

oovveerr  $$110000  MMiilllliioonn  iinn  PPeennssiioonn  OObblliiggaattiioonn  BBoonnddss  ttoo  hheellpp  ffiinnaannccee  tthhiiss  ggiifftt  ttoo  ppuubblliicc  
eemmppllooyyeeeess..    DDuurriinngg  tthhaatt  ssaammee  ppeerriioodd,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  vviioollaatteedd  tthhee  CCiittyy  CChhaarrtteerr  bbyy  
lloowweerriinngg  tthhee  rreettiirreemmeenntt  aaggee  ffrroomm  6655  ttoo  5555  ffoorr  mmiisscceellllaanneeoouuss  eemmppllooyyeeeess  aanndd  5555  ttoo  5500  ffoorr  
ppuubblliicc  ssaaffeettyy  eemmppllooyyeeeess,,  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  vvoottee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aass  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  CCiittyy  
CChhaarrtteerr..    EEaarrllyy  rreettiirreemmeennttss  aanndd  uuppggrraaddeedd  ppeennssiioonnss  lleedd  ttoo  aa  mmaassss  aanndd  ccoossttllyy  eexxoodduuss  bbyy  
cciittyy  eemmppllooyyeeeess..  

  
  CCaallPPEERRSS  ppeennssiioonn  ccoosstt  ffoorr  tthhee  CCiittyy  ffoorr  22000077  wwaass  $$7722  MMiilllliioonn,,  SSSSII,,  wwaass  $$1122  MMiilllliioonn,,  ttoottaalliinngg  

$$8844  MMiilllliioonn..    IInncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ppeennssiioonn  ccoosstt  aarree  oovveerr  $$2200  MMiilllliioonn  yyeeaarrllyy  iinn  ppeennssiioonn  ssuubbssiiddiieess  
ppaaiidd  ffoorr  bbyy  tthhee  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss..  

  
PPuubblliicc  EEmmppllooyyeeee  SSaallaarriieess  IInn  22000088,,  CCiittyy  HHaallll  nneeggoottiiaatteedd  55  yyeeaarr  ccoonnttrraaccttss  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  ppuubblliicc  eemmppllooyyeeee  uunniioonnss  wwiitthh  

ssaallaarriieess  ooff  1122%%  ttoo  2277%%,,  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhee  CCiittyy  wwoouulldd  bbee  iinnccuurrrriinngg  aa  ddeeffiicciitt  ffoorr  22000099..    TThhee  
bbuuddggeettiinngg  pprroocceessss  iiss  ccoonndduucctteedd  bbaacckkwwaarrddss..    EEmmppllooyyeeee  ccoonnttrraaccttss  aarree  nneeggoottiiaatteedd  bbeeffoorree  
tthhee  bbuuddggeett  iiss  ppaasssseedd..    TThhiiss  aaccttiioonn  iimmppaaccttss  tthhee  cciittyy’’ss  ppeennssiioonn  oobblliiggaattiioonn  aanndd  wwiillll  ccaauussee  
ddeeffiicciittss  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss  ttoo  ccoommee..    

  
  TTooddaayy,,  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  ssppeennddss  $$8844%%  ooff  iittss’’  GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd  oonn  PPeennssiioonnss,,  SSaallaarriieess  aanndd    
  BBeenneeffiittss!!    AAnnootthheerr  33%%  iiss  ssppeenntt  oonn  tthhee  iinntteerreesstt  ppaayymmeennttss  ffoorr  tthhee  oouuttssttaannddiinngg  bboonnddss..  
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